Prostitution in Europe
tion of men who hunt out official prostitutes live in the belief that sexual intercourse with inscribed women is, in consequence of medical control, practically without danger. In my earlier years I myself held to this view, and only after I had taken pains to study the subject thoroughly, did I perceive that there was no safety at all. Alas, too late! And the same thing happens to thousands of others, who are lulled into a false sense of security and whose moral scruples are also weakened." 25 If such is the state of mind among the intelligent, is it not probable that the uneducated make the same assumption? Experienced physicians can be quoted in support of this view. " The public is fooled. The laity is led to believe that it is possible to distinguish diseased from healthy prosti-tptes. * As all the diseased ones are sent to the hospital, relations with controlled prostitutes are free from danger. This is the popular conclusion/' 26 The official rules themselves practically concede the point. For the police are now at pains to disavow the natural consequence of their own policy. The Paris regulations state in bold type that " the card delivered to inscribed women must not be regarded as an incentive to debauch;" and the public is commonly warned that the medical examination is not to be interpreted as a guarantee of safety.
Regulation may therefore be regarded as calculated to increase the volume of irregular intercourse: what does it accomplish by way of rendering such intercourse harmless?
Medical control is concerned chiefly with two diseases,
~*Loc. cit., p. 107 (slightly abridged). ^Zeitschrift VIII, p. 399-
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